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THE LEGEND OF KIRTU (KTU 1 1-'6)

A Study of the Structure and its Conseguences for lnterpretation

' Klaas Spronk

This well-knowa Ugaritic text deecribing the adveDturec of kiag
Nirtu cao be claasified aa epic poetry.l Au far as it6 literary
form ie corcerred, ihie can be determined from the fact that
the text is built up ol cola. Ilimilku, the writer reepomiLrle for
the writtel form of the text, apparertly attempted to adhere to
the colometric divioiooe wherever poesible, as is evident fronr the
high degree of couformity betweeo the cola and the plrysical
lires or the tabl'et. Additiotral ildications of poetic structure are
aloo clearly evidelt.2 Higher poetic utrito 6uch as otrophes,
calticlea ald catrtoE are discernible.o This ia turu raioeE the
queotioo wbether a clear Etruciurc baa beea placed upo! the6e
uoits rvheD takel togetber, aod if ro, whet[er the poet eruployed
the usual meang of exieraal paralleliom ald uliformity of
6tructure. Reaearch into the poetic otructure of the book of
Ruth has produced poeitive aoswero to siroilar questiooo.r [t has
beea demonstrated there that a uumber of cautoo aale[ togetLer
cal Iorm a clearly deliteated uait (or chapter), aod that the
divitioa of the chapters ilto emaller units proceeds according to
a utriform pattertr.

A study of the larSer literary units witbitr the legend of Kirtu
ie eeriouely impeded by the badly damaged couditioo of tablets
KTU l.16 aod 1.16. Furthermore, we must ial.e ioto accouot
tbat at least ole tablet ie rnissilg.s Fortuuately the opeuiog
portioa of tbe legeud ie well preeerved. Ald it is pr<.rbable that
literary priaciplee with respect to forE aDd strucaure of tlte
bigher poetic uoite esiabliahed oo tbe lrasic of a study of abis
sectiou will aupply cluee for tbe recoostructioo of lo6t po.tioDd

I W.C.E. Wr!!or, C'ldlrieat fl.nrslrl Poeary. A Cuidc ro it! T.chniqu?s
(JSOTSi Shcffi.ld, 19862) 86.
2 Wilroflr 1986 tive! many .xtmpl.! ol ]hi..
3 J.O. de Moor, I/Fl0 (1978) 190-191, 202-206.
{ J.C. dc Moor, 0163 llg&l\ 262-21$ rnd 56 (1986) 16-.16.
6 J.C.L. Glb.on, ca,r.aa,lile Yythr o,itd.I?gsndr (Bdlnbu.gh, 1978) 20.
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of the legend.

. The ecoF of thic study, with ite locur upoD litersry
{-:t1*, doe! Dot permit diacurcion of philologicEf problemr.l
Similarly, the lirnited length of thia articlo doea oot 

"ibw 
for g

complete reploduction of tle t€xt itlelL Tbe divioiou of the
terd ra here trcated are baced upon the colometry fouud in
aome r.eceatly publiahed textboot of religioua Ugaritic
litenture.T h thia ariicle we are nececearily limit4d to J bdet
deccription of the cortent of each ccoticle, followed by a
strtilticsl lumnrry of the strcphes, veraec atrd cola.

Cfrp&r I

Canta I (KTU l.l4:1.2-Il.9l

Kirtu lameata hia childleccaerr, ud ia approrched iu thir
couectiou by llu.

Determination of the bouadariee oI th.ia crato r.fiod! lit0e
problem. There can be no doubt about the begia lg, rnd the
teroilstioo too havea little looIn for doubt txI,uttf- KTI|
l.t,{:[I.0 martr the beginnilg of llu'e mouologue, which har beea
demonrtrated in a previoua atudy to be a uailormly rtructured
ca,ato.E

Canticle I (K?U 1.t4:I.2-2tl deecriber Kirtu'o dirp cirtum-
ltlrcesi he had sevea wivee but not oue of them prcduced
childrel. Unfortunrtely the opering linec of the iext are
danag€d. Collequestly it ic not pocrible to determine whether
the lirst c.oticle couairted of four or five etrophea. Of the fiaal
thrce rtrophea, the firot conrictc oI two bicola, the oecord
coaaiata of one bicoloa, std tLe fiD8t rtrophe cootrinr three
bicolr ud ore tricolol, produciug the ;t8tistic8.l lcheme:

6 Scc J.C. dc Moor-K. Sprool, frobl.rD.ticrl pr.lrga in th. L.EcDd ot
lGrtu', U.F tl 0982) rSS-190.
7 J.O, dc Moor-K. Spmnl, t Cntcifot n t^l doOV ol fdlignl,u rlra;l,
Itot^ Ugd;'il (Scnitic Study Scritr; Nc* Scrice VI; Lcidcn, 1987) ?8-l0li
J.O. dc Moor, h btholont of ndirnl.rr llolb lnm tlgo.rit (NISABA XVI;
Leidco, 1987) l9l-223. Thc coloocrricrl divirionr io thcrc publicrriom rgcc
rlmo.t cntircly rith th.a ot Cib.on: l978:82-f02. For r dclincrlioo oi tb.
v.ri.. &c thc .bov. m.ntion.d trrulation by D. Moor,
8 J.O. dc Moor, Uf l0 (1978) 202-X4.
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2+21212+2+2-t3.
Thua, the ctrophe concludeo with a tricol,ou, wbicb Atqueltly

mcrlr tbe beginsiug, or aa il thic case the etd, of r lLtg,er

litcmry uoit. Thio cuticle ic gbo char&terized by frequeut
eorploymeot of Dumbers, by the extemal prrelleliam forured by
J0' (1. 8 ald 20), and by tbe qiurh prtlera in tlre laat ttrr,phe e

Canticle 2 (KTU l.14:1.21-36) deacribea how Xirtu cries himlell
to deep, heartrick becaure of hia roiofortune. f)ivioion iuto
cmcller units followa the ccheae 2/2/2121'3/2*2. Cholacteriatic
herc ic the repeated emphoaic upou Kirtu'r mounilg tod tlre
qioah pattera ir the fourth etnopbe.

Accordiug to carticle 3 (KTll l.141.36-60) IIu rppearc to Kirtu
il c drcarn rud ouggectr that he rhould not tet hir deuurds tcto

bi6L, tlrrt he ubould rtther enjoy tbqe richtx wbich uc withiu
hic grup. Schematic divieiot: 9/2/2/2/2't2. ll this cile tLe
tricolon mrtle the begiDdng of the larger uuit.

Carticle ,l IKTU l.14:1.60-11.9) formr the corclurion of the
ca^nto. It relatet Kirtu'r rcaponoe in wLich he ttatea lrir
prelerelce for soos rather thau ric[es. TIre ctlto coucludea by
irtroducing llu'a i.ostructiolr to Kirtu which rie elaborated ia
tbe followiag caato. Schematic divirion: l/2t21213. Note once

egdo tIe positioa of the tricolon.

The decicion to ilclude thie firal etrophe with the firtt cauto
might upou firrt gleuce appesr to be detrstrl,le. But the
ou6geeted divisiol is corfirmed by the cleer relotioochip l*tweeu
the tricolon Lert rnd the tricolon which hearla the prcceeding

calticle. Both opeot of Ilu'o EPpros.b (qr0) lo Xirlu, thertby
enrbraciog llu'c propocal gtrd Kirtu'c reop<rue. l'urthcrmore, it
may be noled that t[e final otrophe of the fourtL cuticle ig

cotrlect€d with the recond caoticle by renewed meltiou of the
ruourniug of Kirtu, as is slEo the caae in the recoud atrvphe <.rf

the tLid cuticle. Other clear exunpleo oI cxteroal parallelioru
iu thio cruto include Cn(a) (I.0 rad II.{) aad the repeated
enploymelt oI numbers (io additiol to the firct culticle,
oreutioned earlier s€e I.30,4E ud IL2). It ir noteworthy (hrt the
traasitiou from the oae ccuticle to the uexl coincider with a

9 J.O. dc Moor, iur Y.Avirhur-J.Blru (cdr.), Studirr in Dible ond tl*
/t*b llrp,r Eed PrsgrrldbS.R. Lorucrl.rlornr- (Jcrurdcu, 1978) 130,
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chsrge of oubjcct. The firt canticle dircuaaee Kirtu,s cituetioa,
the cecoad canticle de*ribcc Kirtu'a reaction, the third focus€s
upon Ilu, and the final rtrophe once rgria calle atteutiotr to
Kirtu. The tricolon meutioued above aa forming the coucluriot
to the final calticle ic eu exception to thia pattern. But s, clooer
aoalysie will denoutrate that a larger ulit morc frcquently endo
witb au iudicatioa of whet is to lollow ia the trext utrit. FinaIIy,
it rppeara that there ie a certaio degree of balance to the
number of otrophec per celticle; they all cousist of four or five
strophe!.

Cq D2 (KTU l.l4: II.9- tll.6l )

Ia thia mooologue by llu, Xirtu ic iootructed ac to how he can
win for himcel, Hariya, the daugbter of Pubila, kiug of Udumu.
SLe ig to bea,r ofiapriag for him.

Cauticle I (KtU l.14:11.9-281. Kirtu muat wa^eh himrelf, male
preparatiom for ao ofieriug, aad then briag the offering in order
thereby to aummotr the gods. Schemrtic divicion:
3/l/2+2+2/3/2+2. Oace agair a tricolon Eartr the begiouirg.
Eternal parallelicm is prcleot in ydt (1. 10, l3 and 22) and dDIr
(1. 14, 18, 23 8nd 26). Note too the characteri.ctic employmetrt
of verbc irdicatiug comiug aud goirg, cuch aa ,r[ (1. l2), .ly (1.

20) aud 16d (1. 2,t).

Cauticle 2 (KTU l.l4:11.20-UL l ). Kirtu will uobilize a huge
srmy in which all the aubjectc of ctcte will psrticipEte.
Schemrtic diviaion: r/2*2*3 /2+2+2+2 / 2+2+5,/2. The tramition
from the firct to the secotd catrticle is marked by the reversal
of uoyement (yrd [. 26] i! cootrast to 'ly [. 201), ud by the
shitt fi.om Bs'lu to Kirtu ar rubject ol the verb depicting
deccent. Aa ig the crse with the firat canticle h cuto l, thit
uit ic characterized by rcpe8ted mention of numberr aad by
tte verb yq' (1. 32, 34 aud 47). Alao strikiug ia the neat
aymmetry by meana of which the extemive, celtral strophe ic
psrticulElly highligbted.

Ca,nticle 3 (KIU l.l4;IIl.2-19) deacribe the jouiley to place the
city Udunu urder reige. Schemetic diviaiou 3Q/2f2t2/8t2/
2+2+2. A tricolon marta tLe begiroirg. A telling charrcterietic
ir the twofold mertiotr oI a aevea day period. After the fimt
week the people outlide the city are attacked, aad after the
secord the coruequetrceo of the siege 8re Ielt iD the city itcelf.
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Carticle 4 (KTU l.l4':l[l.l9-32). Pub6.la will euggeot paymeat of
tribute in exchalge lor Xirtu'a departure. Scheoatic diviliol:
2/l/2+2+l 12/2+2. With reepect to conlcltt thio carticle differr
Aom lhe pr,eceding ore by virtue of tbe far.t thut here it is
Pubilr who cpeala. Thir caoticle, which ir repeoled a few timee
ir the legead of Kirtu, ir clerrly marlcd u a ulit via the
preaeace of extemal pordleliom, namely frl (1. 20, 20 and 28),
mlt (1. 2l and 27), rnd by meotior of variour place ol
htbitation, nau (1. 2l), ,, 0. 27), tar (1. 28) uud 'nrlm (1. 80
ard 3l). Specirl mertion o, the fact thrt the lirct strd lsrt linea
ol the third etlophe begia with 9t ia alco wartrated. Tlre form
oI the uoit io thereby oo lirmly establiched thrt wher it ia
re-eurployed ebewhere it ia Lept ulchu6,ed, vhich rtuda io
marled coatraat to lumerou! other rituatiots wlrere the
rcpeaitioo of a given l8rger urit doea show varirtiou.

Cctrticle 6 (KTU l.l4:lll,92-bl). Kinu will reject Pub6h'o offer
ard dem8nd Hariya imtead. Schematic divbiot: l/2!2/8/
21-2+2+2+212. The lourth atropbe ic excepliold beaure of ito
lengtb, which alao cerves to rciuf<rrce the grert uluiratiot which
it exprtccec lor llariyr' Clea.r iadicaliorrr of tle lorurd uoity of
tlr,ir etrophe moy be detected ir the uae oI the relrtive d ud in
the diviue nrmea witt which it begiu aud etrdr. Il light ol tbe
cortena of the fiaal etroptre, which ic a deecriptioo of how Kirtu
awakec, there rppesn to be little reaaon to joir it to tbe
prtccdiug cs,trticle. As w8s the csr€ in tle tcrmilutiou of the
firt cruto, we hrve an indicotioa here of r tramitiou to the
followiag mqjor uait. The fact thst thid atrophe dorx beloug to
wLat precrxft* it, as war abo the csse ia canto l, il rua<le
evidert Ly extemal perallelbu formed by [&r (1, .16 ald 60),
wtich ia coulirmed by tLe fa,-t thrt tLe followirg lines ddcribe
the fuUilaeat ol the iactructiooa. Here Kirtu urovec itto &ctiou
Ior the liret time, thue murLiug e cleu truu;itioa frvnr the
precexliog oection.

We mry coaclude that tbe oecond calto too forml s
well-belenced rtructure. All of ibe cuticler colaiat ol tive
ctrophec, tr'urth ynrore, tbe canticles dl deruourtrate r aiurilarity
ia coruporition; they all begin with o otrophe couoiatiug <,f r
oiagle vene. With reapect to extcrlal pu.dleli,tur withio the
ctuto, urentioa uray be ruade of the rupetiti,.ru r.rl Pubilc,o offer
(Ill.22-2'l) il Kirtu's repouor (lll"33-37), alri eapcia,lly ulro
the repcrted mertioo of aliuub, 'irly (ll.60), lraa (UI.l), thc



Tlw Legrd ol Kbiu

snimda h Udumu (Itr.16-19) eod ccnrrr (Itr.24 rnd 36).

Cain 3 (KTU l.l4:III.62-V.12)

Kinu bria6r otrerirgr and depr.rts with hia mighty rrmy for
Udumu to beoiege the city. Along the wry he malee a vow to
Athiratu.

Ca,nticle I (KfU l.l4:lll,62-IV.E). Kirtu er(ercile! the ritualr aa

they were preccribed by IIu in the firrt canticle of cuto 2,
wbich ia herc r€pst€d viltuslly verbrtim. Schemctic divilioa:
3/l /2+2+2/2/2+2. The catrticle ia olightly rhorter than the
canticle which it trpeEts; the firrt verre ol the thir{ etr,ophe ir o
bicoloa imterd of a tricoloo ard the fourth ctrophe couairtr of r
bicoloa ilct rd of c tricoloa.

Crnticle 2 (trTtl I I4:IV.E-31). K.irtu mobilirs 8 mighty Erny
il rccordance with hir inatructiou. Everyone leld,o e hctd.
Schemotic diviaioa: l/2*2*312+2+2/2+2+3/2. Omicsion oI the
cecond verre of the third strcphe once again producee a ccDticle
rouewhat briefer than the antecedent panllel (cuticle 2 in
c8nto 2),

Carticle 3 (KfU l.l4:Iv.3l-43). After thlee dayr journey Kirtu
arrive6 st the ouctuary of Athintu, where he makea a vow.
Schemrtic diviaior:. l/3/l/2/2t2. Ar bclucioo ic foroed by
ttr/tll (1.32-ss 8trd 42-43).

Cr,nticle ,l (KTU l.l4:N.44-Y. t2). The journey to, ard oeige of,
Udumu. Schematic diviaioo; 21312+2+213/2+2*2. The topic
here ir the fulfi[nert of the ilotructiotr! detriled il caoto 2,
cuticle 8.

Tte trzorition to the followirg canto ir iadicrted by the ahift
lrom Kirtu to Pubilr ra actirg eubject. 'opnl (1. 12) clesrly
!€rye6 a! a merker. The reapome ol Pubilr ia oleo more cleerly
introduced thsn wa! the care ia the parallel pscrsge of the
recotrd caDto IKTU Ll4:lll.l9-20), where it doee not rtrud at
the begialilg of s csnto but nther rt the begiaoing of r
cuticle iD the middle of r canto.

Ar htercrtirg detail ic to be noted ia the urnner in which
the coucluaion of the third cr,ato is rcminisceut of the end of
the eond; Pubilo ceunot oleep, while Kirtu ew8ke6 from his
clumben. Tte third cstrto r€peats llr{e portiour of the prcviouo
csrto, which providec the opportutrity to coopcrc the two, aod

07
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to obcrve the wry il which the poet iltroducer uew elemeats.
1'he frai rtriking fealure ir thet iu the rvpetitior of previouo
mr,teriet froru the firrt two canticlee, tlre pr*t hrudlcc r lumber
of poiatc ruorc concieely here. It is ouly iu tDe third cuniicle,
whert Kirlu's vow to Athirrtu ia diacucoed, that trew
infomrrtion ia added, thereby attrrctilg cFrial attertiou.

Canta 4 (KIU l.l,l:V,12-1.16;I.20.)

Ar predicted Pubila maleo a propocal, Kirtu co[veyE the
reapoue that he ir ouly willing to lervc upon the couditiriu tbqt
he rhould reeive Ilrriya arr [i6 wife.

Carticle I (K'IV l.l4;Y.12-25). Tbe text ie regrcttably dauraged
hert, but ii obviourly grve a detrileri irrtr<,,ductir.rr (o tlre
rue*e6e colveyed by Pub6lc to Liu rcrvhtto. I'Le ertiurated
leugth agreer with the cverage auurber oI lileo per craticle iu
tlia cruto.

Crnticle 2 (KTU l.l4:Y.29-46). Iaetructiou en: given to
Pubila'o meoceogerr. Kirtu ia offercd triLute. Scheruutic divioiorr:
2/212+2+l/2) ,/2. Rcpetitioa of crrto 2, calticle .1, Thc ruajor
difercuce io lhst the previorraly l-rricl iutr<xluctiou uow rppearl
to be expundal to form r seU--coattittd cr,ulicle. Furlbcrmore,
ir comparirol witlr the prtvioua calticle, tlre orJer oI the ltrt
two ttrcphes ia reverred. It ia rtrihirg tlst now txlt} tlre tirot
ald the lut rtmphe ureotioa 'goiag/deputiug', wlich is
probEbly the r€alor for the chalge of order,

Ccriicle 3 IKTU l.l4:Yl.l.-16) oarrotes how the me*etgero
deliver Pubils'g rf,ords to Kirlu. Sclreurstic divirior:
l+2ll+l/2+2+l 12*2/2. As in tbe previoul cuticle, an
incluaiol ic loroed by repeaiaiol ol worda tlur deprrturc,.
Crnticle 4 (K?U l.l4:Yl.l6-36) coltaius lle by low familiar
arewer oI Kirtu. Scheortic diviciou: I /2l..2/3/2+2+2,1-2-
Compariaoo witb cauticle 6 of ccrto 2, ahowc tbat thc thinl
verre of the lcat ttmphe, wtich praieee Huiyr, ie here oroitted.

Cauticle 6 (trftl l.l4:VI.36- 16:1.20*) relrttt lhe trEnomicuior of
Kirtu'c rtspour. The damaged text io etoily rtcouctrucrcd Ly
comperiaor with tLe psr8llel text. Scbemttic divilioo: 112/11.2/
2-t213/2+2+2+2.

Canto { ir rl elrborgtiol of the final two catrticlirl of the vieioa
of Kirtu decr;rilxxl io cslto 2. 'fhe elpuded iatnduction aad
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the double repetitiou help to produce r complete and balsnced
canticle, Cbaracterirtic of this cEuto ere the repeated
iatroductory formular at the beginairy of the carticlee, with
reference to the meareugera, I! thi! relpect the prrtichc 'opat
(Y.12) sDd 'id* (V.20, VI.3' and 36) whicb furction ac formd
marlerc of sepsratioB are Doteworthy, Finally, u inclurion ic
created via meotiol of Pubilr'o rrife (V.13), which correapoodc
with tbe rcference to Kirtu'c future cpooae qt the end of the
canto (1.16;I.0').

Co o5 (KTU l.l6:L2O'-II.7)

dthough the major portiou of thig cErto i! l6t, the corteot
cEn be r€coutructed with E frirly high degree of certrirty. Ir
view ol whct lster follolvr we caD colclude that Pub6.la
acquieccer to Kirtu'c rcqueat, though it ia dif,icult for him io do
ao, aa ir evident from the fragmert KTU l.16:l.l-17. Preaumrbly
Kirtu thetr aununora the 6ode for the weddiog feativitiee. The
followiug carto ir marled by 'cpo,h aa wer the precedhg oae.
ThiE fifth csnto would ther rpa! approxiuetely 66 coh' which
ia rclatively ohort but not impocsible rince the firat caoto ie

ody rligbtly longer.

Ca o6 (KTll l.t 6:II.8-III.l9)

Kirtu coercec a bleeciog fiou llu, who iu tura promioec him
ma,Dy childrel but rdds that tbe youngect will receive the righta
ol the firrtborn.

CgDticle I (KTU l.16:11.8-20l deacribec how Kirtu coercee llu to
blecc him. Schemgtic divbiolj l*l /212/2+212+3. A t coloa
msrlr the eud of thir canticle.

Canticlea 2 and 3 (f?U I.16:II.2I-III.4). Hrriya will bcar two
couo. Uafortuartely the tablet here ir domaged. But it is evident
thct csnticle 2 begitrc with a tricolou. Furtheruore, it io
plobable that the reperted lhea pniaia6 Kirtu (If?U l.16:Ill.2-4
ad 13-16) are aleo employed in the lot poiliou becauae they
ca,n be viewed ac c reaction to the auaounceuert of the birth
ol one or morc childreu. Thet is the caae in caaticle 4 after
the annoulcemen( of the birth of oix daugttem. In canticlea 2
sld 3 that would oleo haye beel the cace after the
sorouucemetrt of the birth of Yaacubu as well a! the binh of
IIuha'u.
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CaDticle 4 (fTll l.l5:III.5-19) coDtaiDs tbe prottrise that tlariya
will bear Kirtu six daughters, of which tLe last will receir,e tbe
birthri8tl. Following the blessiug the Bod6 depart. Sch,:uratic
divi'io l/21-2+2/3/l/3. As iu the previorrs cauticle, it is
concluded with a tricolon.

Canto B is clearly a coheretrt utrit. 'lhat is evideot in tbe
rep€ated praise of Kirtu, in the inclusioo f<.)rmed via metrtioD of
the amival of the god6 at the begiuniog (11.9) itr correspondeuce
with the uotatiou of their departure at the eud (lll.l7-18), and
also in tbe muldlple use of ihe verb 0 (lI.l.l,l8,l9 aud lll.l7).

The uumber of strophes per cauticle i$ cotrsisteot throughout,
and like cantos I and 3 it is coniposed of -l catticles. (Jx closer
iuspectioa l,here appear to be urore co[uectjuu! betweel canto I
and canto 6. A coasiderable urrrnber of respr-rnsious are
established, by which it is made evidert that the blessiug
recorrnaed in caDio 6 is to be viewed as the lrolutioo to the grief
so vividly depicied ia the beginaiog. 'lhat ie evideut, amoug
other thiagE, itr the repetitiou oI the wor.ds 'qt-t (1.t1:1.t2, t4
and l.l5:ll.2l), tb'/lmn (t.t41.8-9, 2o aud Ll5:11.23-2.1),

All of tlrese lactors together crea.te tle inrpressio0 ihat tbe
firEt six carrto6, with respect to cooteDi aurl sttuciural
cooriderations, form a complete and cohereut uuit, the first
chapter. 'lhis is confirmed by detection of addiiiooal lxterxal
parallelism wiihiD the six caatos, e,g., the Eumrrrous of the gods,
their couriug aDd their departure in caul,os 2-3 aod 5--6, the
use of lgA (1.14:1.45; II.l3; III.22, 20 * parallel passages and
l.l3:Il.2l*221, ard [zr (1.14:lll.29 ] par. irud l,li:11,23).
Fiually, nreution ruay be made ol the frequeot ubc of lu,ubers,
oftex coDsecutiyely in a row.

Ooe importaBt result oI the study thus far i6 Lhat it has
givel a lairly clear picture of the poet's rrretLodology. IIis style
is frugal. fie mak€s frcqueut use of utricola, anil a giveu topic
is seldom haudle(l extetrBively. lle strivcs to attaiu a Lal:rur:ed
struciure at the level of the higher poetic uoits, aud <.rrrlilar.ily
he employs clear nrarkers of Eeparaliox to distiuguirh the lar.gcr.
uaits and their itrter-coDBections. It is prubal,le that [Lc poet
maintailed tllis ruanner of working il tLe folkrwilg str:tlrrrs.
lJnfirrtuuately the clay tablets ate oft{]n scveroly tlaIIrage,l frorrr
this poillt. But it may be |roped that the iusights gailerl tlus
far with r€spect to the autbor's manner of wlililg will a-rsirt iu
the reconstluctiotr of the text.
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Cbptcr I (.(IU l.16:lll.20-1. l6:IV.?)

The conteution that a new chapter begina here ia corfirmed by
the fact that the rame topic aa in the begiming ol the tiroi
chapter, is bmught to diecuarion, namely the birth of children.
However, while caato I depicted Kirtu's childlesones!, Dow we

erc told how one wife bearo eight children in evel yearo, Alco
aoteworthy ir thrt the role of Ilu i! now taleD over by
Athiratu. Thia tranrition war elready lorecarted ia cruto 3. The
central fau! of thi! chspter ir Kirtu'r ilheeo.

CttiDT (KTU |.16:III.20- IV.40?)

In outrage cauaed by Kirtu'a legligence Athirstu cuEeg him.
The rrrangemente for hie funeral ttrult trow ahedy be

rc8ulst€d!

Canticle I (Knl l.Mtm.20-3o). The Promiae of the gode ir
fulfilled. Hariya bean Xinu eight children. Athintu theu
remhda Kirtu of the unfullilled vow to her, and beginr to lict
the colr€quelce!. Schemrtic dtvitiot: 213/2/l/ l*2. Drternal
prrallelirm: r (1, 23,26 rod 20).

CsEticle 2 ia lost. Mct likely it contaiued a curae directed at
Kirtu. He will bc pla,gu€d with a deatbly riclneac, ard the laud

will alro be rub.iected to aufreriag (cl. KIU l.l0:l; AqLato'e
derth reaultr iq E severe famiae). Tlrur, ra iD calto 6 it oppesr
that a divine uttersuce followr r.fter ar extenaive introductioa
rpanning the lergth of a canticle. The form thereby aloo rellects
the fact that ctrtor 6 strd 7 rtrnd aa polar oppoitea.

Canticle 3 (ffU Ll6;IV.l?-13). Kirtu Laa to i!6truct hia wife to
prcpaDe a meal aad to itrvite Bue6t6. Mot lilely thio ir iutended
to be coanected with hic own im.mirent burial. Schemotic
diviaion: I ?tll1/212+212+2. The first lioe urigbt pceibly be

recoutructed by comprriaon with the begiuhg of caato {,
c.lticle l, by virtue ol ahe a8reeEert bets€en f,fU l.l6:ry.2-3
ud l.l4rv.l3-14. It ia only the Drroe of the ooe addredoed
thrt vgriea. The fitat line oI tbia carticle could accordingly, by
aaalogy to trfU l. t4tV.l2-lg, have read 'opnb H l'.
C8nticle 4 IKTU l.l6t[Y.l4-26). Heriyr will ca,rry out her orden
ald the bvited gueata will come and eat, Schemttic divieiol:
ll2l2+21312. A portior of tbe precedirg canticle ia repeeted
verbatim.

7t
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Ccrticle 6 ir to a lerge extent let, From the iotro<luctory
rtrcphe mry bc glealed that here a derscriptiotr uruet have bccl
given of Ilariya m&hg the reuon f..tr the orerl cleu to tlre
guedts.

Tbat marls tbe terminatiou of cauto T The lollowilg ctlticle
coltrile tlre executior of the ordem lod the fullilmeut of wh8t
haa beeu forecarted. We ooticed c giurilcr progreoioa ia the
trauition from crato 2 to cctrto 3. Curto 2 alco dedt with the
words of a god to Kirtu, But the role oI Ilu ir clsumed io thi!
coato by Atbiratu, ud the role of PuLila ic tatel by the
lerdera of Xhuburu, vaaosb of Kirtu.

Cunla I (KlU 1.16.ry.,11?-VI.16?)

Thie srxtion describeg how lhe ingtruclioru of Athiratu are

executed; the vaaodo come to the buuquer srrd lleur lhe rearrx
for their ilvitatiol. But inrtead of ruouruilS for Iiittu the
sttentioo ir sctu8lly givel to hia succestor Yurubu, l(irtu'o
firslboru con.

()snticlc I (X'fl| l.l6tlY.4l? -V.8). 'the fir8t Pstt ,.rf tbio cection
huc b*u lut, \{hat ia cleu, howcvet, io tLrt whut Lq! t€tr
grlrdicled tales place, The lart two rttopho, which dericril* tlre

urivol of tLe guetta rud their participrti.iu tt thc bauquet,
eoploy tlie oume wordr as ore fould il thc lrrt tw<.r atrophec of
cauto 7, caoticle 4,

Canticle 2 (KIU l.l6;Y.0-21). Ha.riyr ruuounceu tlre rcaooo for
the b&oquet I 'l then arcertdue that rlorc stteutiJa iu pt id to
the comiug ting tlran the departirg r.rue. Scheruttic diviaioa:
l/2/2t.2+2/211. It ia uotewortlry here lhnt tle syrumeiric
struclure calb particular stlcutiu! to the ceutrd oln-,phe, ia
whicb it ia lt8ted thtt t[ey uoume thtt Xittu ir aa 6,."rd ar
deul.

Catrticlc 3 (KNl l.l6:Y.21-?). Kirtu poirta out the dsngers
iuvolvetl iu lhe appoilturett of a yourg Lilg. [ley llu opue
them hou ouch r pemor! Schemttic livuiott l/ll3/2't?l'!
Al(houglr the lircl portiou ie rniooiug, olce uguiu the erlpharic
reeltrr to fall upon tte middle rtropLe, c..raopicuour ber-,.use of
its lergah. Herc lhe dmgerr of u youu6 kilS for lbe pupultce,
aud eopcially for the womeu, ir de*til*d.
Regrettrbly tle remainder o, the csol,o io ouly fragurentarily

rrpretental io lhe few preerved lioe., of ,[ ?'Il l.l6;VI
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Neverthelece, it cc! be concluded ftou theee linee thst
appereutly ao rig licrnt charge tooL plrce ir the rttitude of
the guecta; Hariya's rebute ie repeated rearly verbetim (1. '|fi.).
It ia lilely that a rew canticle begine with the opeuiog worde
n'r mll hty (1. 3). This io probably the fifth caaticle. It ia

pocible that this cltrticle ended, as atterted more frequeatly in
thio text, with a trauition to the eaouing c8Dio, iu thi! cr6e by
mesD! of atr a![ouoceme[t of the arival ol Kirtu's childreo.

It ia tenable to conclude that caoto 8 too colsist.xl ol live
cantoc. The iuclueiou mertioned obove placer primary emphacic
upou Hariye'a dirouree il the third calticle. Comprriaon of thie
canticle with ite parallel in canto 3 ia the first chapter revealo a

trumber of oiguificalt corrtopondencee. Canto 3 ceutero primury
atlertiou upor the vow to Athinau iu the hope of attainirg
deccendrnts (canticle 0). Tbe lact tlst thir vow ertaila tu
exaggerated Eapouibility for Kirtu himaell ie a.lready predictive
of hia imminent jeopardy. Canto E olce agria focuoea upou tbe
queation of ofrprirr6, but now in fesr of the daager which can

sccompaDy the arrivel o, the firEtborn. The poet lster rcturDs
stBiD to thir theme. Also noteworthy io the exchaage of rolea

hetween Athirotu and llu. Io calto 3 hope ic iov€ted iu
Athirrtu while Ilu occupieo o centrgl Psitiotr throu6hout the
chapter. But in csuto 8 hope ia placed in Ilu, in o chapter io
which Alhiratu ic prcdomiuant.

Fiully, it i.r eiguilicaut lh8t Kiriu'6 caveat corceraing hia aor
ir rtrongly reminircent of the early stagee of hie owu rule aa

tbct is deeribcd at the begirairg of thie legeod, wbich io alao

er(ptt led in the repetitiou of the word.e mtl, 'oll ard ihe aaure

Khuburu.

Canla I (KfU l-16:YI.16?- L 16:I.23)

The openbg portion of thic calto ir not precerved. Precumably,
ir cortrsst to the reaction of the vaaarle, the appropriate
mournirg of Kirtu'o childrer, with the exceptiotr oI hie eldeot, io

here detcribed. The tr8ositioo to caolo l0 is marked by a
charge of grammatical eubjecl; from Kirtu'o childreo to Xirtu
(cf. the trauitior bom the third to the fourth cauto). TIre
prcceding canticle is recoguizable u the concludiag canticle of
cauto I by virtue of its iatroduction of e new eituation, namely
thct Iluha'u approachee hir fatLer. That thir calticle muot be
included with wbat precedee it c8tr lrtl deduced from the fact
th8t it r€p€8ir large porliour from there. h li6ht of the
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rscumed nuuber of liuec which haye btxo loct, the portioa
which haa beeo prtcerved lilely conrtitutea the four0r aurl filth
ca,oticle.

Cstrticle 4 (KT7t l.l6tw.? -1.16:I.l l) contaim the mouruful worda
of Xirtu'c clrildren. Schematic divisior: ?/Z/S/2+Z/2. We arc
conceraed here with a portion which ir reported almot
verbatim iu a few other iutrnceo (cf. Ll6:1.14-29 8!d
II.36-.10). It ir ctrikirg that it is prccirely here thot u, higher
than 8verige r,.equelcy of exterual pardlelicm uray lx detected,
It concerac the vrriou! rolerelc€r to pher ol bsbit8tiot, ], (1.

2), 0Ir 0.3 aad.l; in antithetic porallelirur with rrry, l. 6), il
(1. 7 ud E), ra wetl rr the many rcfereuceg to the g<xlu, 0.1 (1.

0), on (1. 7), 
"1 

0. l0), lfpn (1. lt) aad qJt (1. ll).
Canticle 6 IKTU l.16:I.ll-28). Iluha'u corcer to lis lrtber 8ud
laurertrr for him. Schemstic diviskrr: 'l/2/2/,f /2 | 2. T\e
pftcediug canticle lindo virtuolly literd repetiiiox. tlut ore
strophe io left out, and by coltrast, re liorl etroghe ir
exponded by oae bicolor. An expauion oI llit s.o, t ofteo
aigaifiee the eud of o larger titerary uuit.

Cunto l0 lKfU l.t6: I.24-III.l8)

Kiriu charjeo lluhc'u to locgte hi! youlgeet rioter ao Equett ler
to brilg an oflerilg for her father. Iluhr'u crrriec out tliio
charge,

Canticle I (KTU ll0:1.24-fi). Kirtu serds lris soa to
Tlrrtruaogtu. Schemrtic diyiBiorlt I / 2.,-2 / B/ 2 1 2 /2.+ L Er.rpbr^eis
falla uprn lhe oriddle rtropbe, ia whicb Kirtrr rtuleo rqi it is
hiu youngeat dauglrter who cBrcs mo6t for.hiur. ,l'Lc circuurcpect
mrrluer io which he approachea ber derourutrtrtc! alal the
feeliuge arc uulud.
Carticle 2 (KI'U l.16:1,38-46). Iluha,u lrac to ilform
Ths,tmuatu of Kirtu'o prcoeat aiturtiou {od r€quedt Ler to
briu6 at ofreriag in uouraing for Ler fstber, Scleurutic diviciou:
l/2l2ll/2. The cruticle ia conepicuoucly briel, arrd eolceroo
terte but hefty requeato, Iaclusiou is fonnerl by ureotiou of ur
ofleriog io tlre recond aod tbe lifth rtmphe. 'l'be tirue otipulrted
in the preceding carticle for lhe rcndezvoue (at light), ard tbe
ofrering here specified (gold and oilver), are uniuiacert of the
vow to Atlirstu in caDto 3, canticle 0. The hiut of r prxoibility
to yet pEy the debt is thereby raired.
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Ca,nticle 3 (KTU 1.16:1.43-66). Iluha'u 6oeo aud meeto

Thctm8tratu. Schematic div'tBiott | +2 / I I I l2f 2/2. Characterietic
ia the exteraal parallelbm eatsblirhed by d(0 0. 61, 63 ard 66)

aod the incluaion formed by meutioa of mourairg in l. 47-48
snd l. 66.

Cauthle 4 ((?U l.16:1.66-1l.2?). Ia recponre to Thatmtualq'a
queetion Iluha'u relatea Kirtu'a illnece aod hie requeat. Scbematic

diviuiot: 2/l/2/2/2?
In canticle 6 IKTU l.$:11.21-16) the cLarge ia further carried
out cud mention ia abo m8de thst TbstroslEtu io cariug for her

father. This tm,nsiliou marla the ead of the cuto. The
teroilstion of the caDto receivec extra emphaais vie emPloyEent
of an extra loag verte, the tricolon. Juot ts csDto 0 ended witl
the altrouDcement of Iluho'u's srrival at hb father, so too csoto
lO conclud€s with Thatmaoatu'o comiug to vioit Kirtu.

Ca ofl {tTU l.lO:II.l7-?).

Thatmanetu uitem grief-atricte! Iamelt lor her fother. Upoa

opproaching hiu, he chargee her vith a pariicular duty.

Csoticle t (KTU l.16'll-17 -26). In rccponae to her inquirieo

Iluha'u illonnr hic siater of the ceriousneoo of Kirtu'e illueto.
Schemgtic divlrrior:. l/ll2ll/212. The conclusioB of the canticle

is iadicated by the rtlatively leogthy finrl otropbe. Chuacteriotic
ia tbe o<temat Prrallelisn geoemted by ntq/fut (1. 10-20 and

22-23).

Canticle 2 (KTU l.1611.26-3,0) deacribeo Tbatmatrstu's bitter
mourning. Schemetic divluiorl. 2/2/2/2!2*2. Once agair the end

of the cauticle is indicoted by the leugthy linol etrophe' The
extreme imbclaoce within the carlicle cen be accociated with ito
co[tent. Atr obvioue inclueiol ie formed by the elaboratiol io
the final etrophe of elemeBts introduced in the limt etrophe.

Caoticle 3 (f,Itl l.16:II.36-{9) ie a oomewhot modified repetition
ol the complaint of Kirtu'e children mertioued already in canto
0, canticlee { aud 6. Schematic diviciort 2/2131212+2/2. lf'tE
noteworthy thst while the preceding caaticle, ehce it consirtr of
four lttlphes, is ole strcphe short of the urual oumber of
otrophea per canticle, thie caaticle, with aix atrcphee, har one
extra" We could compare thio to the pheaomeuoa of the qinah
prttern which obo occum irtermittently io thic text at the level
of the verea.
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h calticle { ie strt€d that Thatmauatu vicits ler fatber. She

likely expre.coer her complaint, as wu previoualy dole Lry Iluha'u
at the end of carto 9. Whetter tlrtt alno ururLo the eud of tbe
cslto hcrc ir lot poosible to deterrnile witb certtioty. We mty
aldurie, Lowever, that Thatmauatu tbo receivet r conrnrisoioo.
Thio reaultc ir tbe termirstioo of the firuile wLiclr waa

coulcct€d with Kirtu'c i[oess. All of thio ic likely taleu up iu
the deacriptior which eaoues il the folluwiog cuulo.

Cdntot2

Merely a fragmeat ia preaewed (KTll l.16.lll.l-17). On the
basic of whut preceded, it ir logica.l to coDclude iLst this cauto
corrcapondr with canto 10. Both csoto ll uud cqnti.r I are

ehborate iltroductiom to the formulati<.ru of r particulul charge,
eloug with its executiotr, which are larrated io the titllowi,rg
cauto. Accordiu6ly, in calto 12 tLe cLurge ic givea to
'I'Lstros[stu. She too, like llula'u previoudy, would bavc lo
eulist tle aa€icatace of a third party. [l the fragureut wLich ia
prrnrrved wc are told how the third party, witlr tecuurue to
rorrgical actiouo, ia tble to briog bacL the ruiu. '['Lr.t rvoults iu a
psrtlsl letrqatioo of Atbiratu's curce. We ruuy uarurne llrt thie
marls the end of snother chapter. Ae il the lirat clrupter it
begiuu wi(tr r problem a,nd corcludee with tlre roeution <.rf a

Frstible solutior. Th€ eractmetrt of that solutiou followo io the
suboquent clspter.

A forrnal or ctruc(urcl juatification of llre ruppoed diviaiole
in chrpter 2 io hampered by tbe damaged otrtc of the taLrletr.
But what ir noteworthy ia this !€spect ir tbat chapter 2 differo
lrom the other chapters by virtue of the lepeated rnertioo of
mourning, and iu the detril thtt heru it ie pcople rstlier thttr
gode who are ascmbled,

Clrplrr E

Canta tB (KTU l.l6rIV.?-V.9)

Virtually aothing remaino of this calto, Nevertheleae, hnu what
followa we catr deteimine thct herc a reqtteai is r,rnde to

aeuernble tte goda. Accordiug to (?'Lr t.ld:lV.l l6 tl,d! t8Lcr
pluce in tlre s8lue ruarrtrer aa tlte vutsalc of l(irlu werc

6uromo&d in cctrto 7. In canto 7 Athintu chuges Xirtu to
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have Hariyr summon the varoals. In cstrto l3 it 8pposn to be

Ba'lu who ordera Ilu to iratruct Iliehu to raoeoble the goda.

Alother uotrble parallel with cslto 2 ir evidert iu the need for
Iliahu to go otrto the roof (KTU l.lA:N.| \. According to (IU
l.l4tll,ri-22 Kirtu must do likewioe to sumnotr the godo. To
aD extent the same worde are employed. l-o this manLer the
beginniog of the third cbapter ia couected with the beginning
ol both the recond a,ud the firat chapt€r. It ia probable thet
canto l3 euded with a deccriptioo of tlre anival ol the gode, at
which time Athiratr. would be promiced the reward which Kirtu
hrd vowed to give. Thia too ir remirioceot of tbe
commelcemetrt of the secood chapter (cf. caoto 7, calticle l). It
waa ab,eady foreebadowed by meniion of a couparable offeriag
lrcm Thrtmanstu to her Bod, likely Ba'lu (cf. conto lo, csnticle
2). All obotaclea to Kirtu'o bealing are thereby removed.

Caria 11 (K?U l.I6:V.9-VI.14)

llu tales peraonal charge of tbe healing of K.irtu. He crcaaed

Sha'tiqtu, who in turn diepelo death from Kirtu.

Canthle I (KTU l.l6:Y.9-22). Sever timea Ilu aa}r in vriu
wbether one of the gods will diopel Kirtu's siclneso. Scheroatic
division: ll2+ll l+2+l ll+2+l/1+2+1. This celticle i!
characterized by the seveu motif which haa cbo b€en employed
. couple of timeo in the fiIlt chEpter (caato l, caaticle 6 and
canto 2, ca[ticle 3).

Cgrticle 2 (KTU l.l6Y.23-38). Ilu takea the reaponoibility upon
himeell rnd out of clay creates a healer. Schemstic division:
l/2lSl2+31?. Characteriatic of thia cctrticle arc the varioue
verbo referrilg to crcati!8 aod formiag,

Canticle 3 (fffU l.l6:V.30-6?). llu gives Sha'tiqtu the power
aod the chrrge to heal Kirtu. Schematic <ltu'niot 2/0/2/3/?.
Ddemal paralleliem: yd (t. 39 aod 44).

Cauticle ,l io moetly loot, with only the etrd pr€aerved.
Apperently Ilu'e charge to Sha'tiqtu eads here with the
predictiou that he will triumpb over death.

Ca,nticle 6 (KTU l.l6:.W.2-14). Sha'tiqtu heals K.irtu. Schemctic
div'taiot: 2/2/2/3t2l2. The laat atrophe coneponda with that of
tbe prcceding cauticle. An iuclusion is formed by the name
Sha'iiqtu ir l. 2 a,nd L t3.
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The eotirt canto is typified by tle repetiai(,o ol tLe wordo
mt4/zbl i,a cuticle I Btrd iu V.27-28, 31, .12....43, 6()*61 ard
v1.0.

Cantol1 (KTU I'I6:VL16-?)

Phyricdly restorcd, Nirtu once ogaiu uosumi;r hir pooitioo aa
king. Hio oldest son, Yaaeubu, appearr rurl dcr,rsirrls the throoe.
l(irlu curaeg him.

Cstrticle I (KTU l.l6tVl.l6-21). Kirtu chur6ea lluriyr to prcpare
t med. She complies and Kirtu dilcd. Sclrcruutic diviaiou:
2/t lx/t /2.
Canticle 2 (KfU l.l6tYl.2l-20). I(irtu nriguo orice again.
Yresubu approachea, ud hio soul ilrluctl hirrr tri cpeal.
Sclerrretic divicion: l/3/l/l/3. TIe ti.i,:r,lu rlctcn iirt the
etttplrBio upoo I(rtu'o rule and Yalldubu'o r.ppr<,rcl. 't'Le fiual
iticololr tlco serye to itrdicate the eud of tlre r:rriticle.

Canticle 3 (KTU l.l6tYl.29-40). Yaouullu ruurt Jcroaud the
tingrhip frorrr hia htlrer because Xirtu lrrs Lec,rore loo weut,
Sclrematic divilioo: l/2+l+2/2/2/2.'l't* eriird,loob secoud
etrophe deocil.rea l(irlo's gbortcomiugu as [ing.
Canticle { (fTU l.l6:VI..lO-64). Yasrul,u r'"luyr wlrtl Lia eoul
tella hinr. Sclemrtic divicion: t/t/21 l lf l2/2/2. 'l.lre
iurl-ruiatiorra coocertri[g Kirtu's deficicnci"r a.o Lilg receive
fuilhcr erpauliolr ]rere; the luot bicrrlol i,r elpuu,l"J ilto r
lricolou rud u bicolon is ulded.

Carticle 6 (KTU l,l6:Yl.6a-?). I(iltu uurwe* wiflr a curoe.
Scfreuratic divieiou l/S/2|'!. 1'he text breu[l oH Lcre. Oauto 6
prvbably eads with thic extenoive curse ul^rll Ydaaubu.

Thio ouce e6ail bringr s blemisl upoo wlsa appeured to tum
out co vlell. Thie rcpeeta wlrut Lapptu"d in clupter 2. Joy
ioitiated l,y thr fullilment of llu'o proruir* ir t"lrpered Lry

Alhiratu crrrse. The firot hint of thio wua aLeatly ullrrded io
chupler l, I(irtu'e curse of his Boa accoriin3ly cuald o ohrdow
r,vtr lic owlr healiag. Nor doeg ihiu courc ratirlly ulrell1,€cted
vhijtr orie ol.uervec Xirtu's thoughtr c<rrrctrliuS Lio luu c,ildtrrtcd
rrlrca.ly irr currto 8, cauticle 3.

'l'he Lr6icul coucluoioo to all ol thio r,rrrul.l couru t\) he tI&t
[(irtu'c cu,".j would uo( go without cfu"rr. Iu lli. wuy he li,oer
llrc stl frrr whour he had lougcrl oo rleal,craicly ({6rrau ld?), In
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light ol llu's prophecy trhat the youtrgest will become tbe
fiEtborB (fTU l.l5:lu.l6) we must as{iume that Iluba'u atrd tbe
five oldest daughters aleo die by otre means ot atrother (caDto

l7?) leavitrg Thatmanatu io take the throtre of her father (cauto
ls?). Tbat concludes the third chapter, and likewise the entire
legead of Kirtu.

Accordingly, it is quite possible that the third chaPter also

coosisted oI six catrtos. UDfortutrately ihe damaged state of the
texts ard the abseuce ol the last tablet make it difficult to
undergird ihe asserted inner cobesior of the chapter witb
arSumetrts based upon form aDd structure, Support tor the
threefotd division of the text is provided, however, by the lact
that the third canticle draws uudeniable corelatiom with the
first chapter. Both chaptero summon the gods (chapter 2 by
cotrtrast has people assemble), llu stauds central (compared to
Athiratu iD chapter 2), Kirtu's kitrgship is io questio! (mlt/dr,t,
it KTU l.l4 l.4l-42 aDd l.l6:V1.37-38; iu coDtrast io tbe

kiagship of Yassubu in fIU l.ls:V), atrd tbe sevetr motif is

employed.

Coucluslou

Our closer iuvestigation coafirmed tbe previously made
assumptiotr that the writer of these texts worked a deliberate
structure itrto the arraugement of his story. The entire legeud is

arranged ia tbree chapters writtetr in a similar mauuer, with tbe
tirst aDd last haviug a special correspotrdence. 'I'he structure is

very uuiform; the chapters all appear to consist of 6 catrtos, and
the caDtos consist almost exclusively of 5 strophes.

The style is ratber sober when compared, e.9., with myth the
Ba'lu, though this was writteu by the same haad. The strophes
are ofteD very brief aud external parallelism is minimal. What is

strikiog is that tbe few portions which do contain a more
detailed descriptiotr are ofteo repeated ooe or more times itr
nearly verbatim form. Examples of this are the olfer of riches to
Kirtu (I(IU l.l4:lll.22-27 + par.), tbe preparatioDs for the
army's departure (KTU l.l4:11.27-5o + par.), the descriptiou of
Hariyz {KTU l.14:tll.38-49 + par.), the complaint of Kirtu's
childrcn (ffu l.16rl.2-ll + par.) aDd the description of Kiriu's
deficiency as king (r(?U l.l6:VI.30-34.43-50). Whether tbe
lengthy complaint of 'I'hatmaoatu (rfiry L16:11.25-36) is repeated
catrDot be determiDed with certaitrty. It is also noteworthy that
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all of thes€ repetitiono tske plsce within the 6ame chapter.
The difference of tbe qbove mentioned oegmente in

compariaou to the rest of the text with regari to atyle, ard tlre
exceptional place that they are given, ie ouggettive that tlrey are
tnditiolal, establiehed phraeeo which the poet h8r reworked in
Lis edition of the otory.

The reaults of thia otudy also produce grcater clarity with
rcspect to rnajor aad minor emphaoeo iu the legend. 'Io begin
with, tbe story of Xirtu focueeo upoa hic ouccssiol. TLat is
where it begin.s, Bld thst ie [kely aloo where it erde. The
manDer in which it endo is for€Bhsdowed by llu'a bleeeirg et the
erd of the lirat cbapter; Kirtu will receive offepriug, but the
youngeot will be tbe lirstborn (.fTU l.16:lll.16). The youogeat ie
Kirtu'o eigtth child. Tbe writer ceeor to play upo thia
corclueioa with the fiequent ernployrnent of the parallelirrn

'oeven'/'eight', aud ia the seven motif of the fiot tud lut
chapter.

In the Old Testament too there Eppear to be exampleo of tlre
eighth child receiving the rights of tle firstborD.l0 Auother
intereotiog parallel ir fouttd iu the Sumerir,r rrryth 'DlLi urd
Niohurreg', rituated iu Dilrnun, which io aloo tle focuc of ite
deacription. The text concludee with a eurunrary of ihe eight
childrcn ol Euki aDd Ninhuraag. TLe eigLth oue, Enehag,
becomea kirg of Dilmun.rr Tlrie emphaoir upon the eighth
member iD the geuealogy could refer to sL importatrt traadti<la;
once the urit .eveD is complete eomething totally aerv begins,lz

l0 Scc ir ihi. r.rp.ct a,r/r 14 (1982) 170, Io addilion to lhe cxrmplc! siv.D
thcrc ol Drvid (ct. I Srm, 10:10) aod Solornou (cf. 2 Sun. 3 ud 12)'

mcDtion ory rlro bc mrdc of Jorcph in lisht of thc Ilcl thlt Lc wr!
Jrcob'r cighth .hild, no! counring thc childrcn oI thc concubirrcr (cf. Ccl.
30:20-2{), end is cxaltcd ra rhc onc 'chocn abovc l,ir brotlcru' (Ocrr.

19120). lruc too can bc.dd.d io th!. liri. Froxr O.n.25:l-15 can Le

d.ducrd th.t lrarc war Abrrham'r cighlh child (cf. thc obccrvation by W.

Limmcrli, l.llote 12-25: lbtonom IXB 1.2; Zririch, 19761 136, lhit th. lirt of
rix rono lrom Kctunh acturtly bclongr in lht pcriod prior lo thc l,irll' of

lrhmacl and kuc).
l1 Scc ,lty8f 11 end B. Alrtcr, in: D.T. Pottr (cd.), Dilarun; }rtu Sludirr
in lhc lrclaadogy end Eorly frirtrrv ol Eutroh (tscrliucr tJcirrtsc tunt
Vordcrcn Oricnt, Bald 2; Bcrlin' 1983) 52-85
12 For tlti! mcaning of thr numbct ciSht rcc 1Y.8. lilmcr, 6<xi llorrtL:,I
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Itr additioo to this ceDtral cotrcern, each chapter eutertaitrs a
separate theme, iatroduced in each case by a uew problem.
Chapter l, Kirtu's childlessnes; chapter 2, Kirtu's illoes6; chapter
3, Kirtu's disagreemeut with his firstborn. The progression is
always such that a chapter eads witb au ioitial iodicatioa of the
solution to the problem. The lollowing chapter thetr begins with
ao exteDsive descriptioa of the solutioo of the problem, followed
by the arisal of a Dew difficulty. This too is ofte! forecasted
already iD the prtceding chapter (e.9., the vow to Athimtu in
chapter l, and the appearaoce of Yasoubu iu chapter 2). A
similar obs€rvation is valid with r€spect to the solutiotrs to the
prcblems (e.9., the olferiug of Thatmanatu in chapter 2 which
foreshadows the settlemeDt of Kiftu's debt to Athiratu at the
outset ot chapter 3).

It is possible to compare the structure of the legend of Kirtu
with that of the Book of Ruth. Tbe cetrtral theme of this
Biblical book is similarly the problem of the continuatiou of ihe
family name. This is jeopardized by tbe premature death of
Elimelek and his sons, as delileated at the outset. The book
ends with the solution, Ruth bore a son 'to Naomi'. Ia each of
tbe chapters, which ia themselves coustitute a self-contained
literary unit,r8 a secondary problem io raised and then in
pritrciple is solved again. In chapter l, the famioe; io chapter 2,
the question of whether aDyotre iD Naomi's lamily will become
involved in her plight; iu chapter 3, the questiou of whether
Boaz will marry Ruthi aDd fiaally, iD chapter 4, the problem of
Boaz's poteotial to act as kiDsmaD redeemer.

Comparisou with the Book of Ruth also calls attention to the
great differetrce b€tweeD the role of the Cod of Israel and the
role of the gods ia the legend of Kirtu.r{ That too is made
evident ia the structure of the story. In the first cbapter Ilu
arises as Kirtu's helper. [n the second chapter Athiratu tums
agaiost Ki u, while itr the third chapter llu finally comes to
Kirtu's assistance otrce agaitr. Thus, the gods work agaiust each
other, as is also evident in the unwillinguess of any oI the gods
to assist in the healing of Kirtu. l'urthermore, Ilu's assistarrce
appears to be half-hearted. He musi coutioually be urged on by

Stttty in Bible Ntmlrl! (Crcydon, Surrey, 19.17) 20-21.
13 S.€ th. edicles by De Moor mentioned in n. { above.
l{ Cf. J.C. de Moor, O?S XXIV (1986) I{.
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ruother god. An hia blecairg ir darkened by the loneehadowing
of what will happeu with resPect to the birthrigbt of the
firstbom, MBu appearE to be a victim of the capriciouc 6oda.

Ou the other hand, eometimes it eeeme pooeible to coerce thinga
ftoro the godo, which often reaultg ia playing ofi the ore god

agaiast the other. Ultimately, however, man is uuable to riEe

above his fste itr life; tro aootrer had Xirtu disentalgled himoelf
from the curse of hi6 childleasnels (cbapter l), aDd the ilhe!3
deriviug fiom Athiratu's curae (cbopter 2), thau he 6nds hims€lf
forced to utter a cume which reiortates the original problem
(chgpter 3).

The reaults attained from a structural atudy of the legead of
Kirtu inrpire admiration for the technical exPertiee of the poet,

but corotem&tioD concerniug the uegative view upon life
pervaditrB hia beautiful anistry.
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